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Data 

• 2015-2016 Middle School Risk & Protective Factor Survey indicated that Passaic County had the highest rates for 
lifetime use of e- cigarettes with 17.4% reported. 

• According to NJ SAMS – in 2018 there were 857 marijuana admissions for Passaic County. 
• UpinPC’s 2017 key informant interviews indicated an increase of usage of vapes, marijuana, and e- cigs with young 

adults 
• According to a recent DMI report, Passaic County is ranked 1st in the state to have the highest # of marijuana lab 

specimens submitted and analyzed during the 4th, 2nd, and 1st quarter of 2018.  
• According to a focus group of 10 youth that was conducted in Passaic County, all youth stated that marijuana / vaping 

is very common in youth. 

Root Cause Data 
• In 2017, 62% of 45 key informants reported access and availability in the root cause of the tobacco/ marijuana issue in 

Passaic County. 
• According to a 2018 study vape pens are more appealing to young adults that are willing to try new technology. They use 

vape pens for their small size and less detectable odor. 
• According to the 2017 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 31.9% of people aged 12 and older perceive great risk from 

smoking marijuana one or twice a week as opposed to 86.8% for cocaine use, and 94.5% for heroin use. 
• Passaic County’s 2021 focus group indicated that youth are under- educated about the harmful effects of vaping. 

 
Local Condition Data 

• There are approximately 27 smoke/head shops in Passaic County that allow access for marijuana paraphernalia. 
• In 2021 Passaic County's focus group, students reported that youth purchase marijuana/ vaping devices through social 

media (ex- snapchat.). 



• Of UPinPC key informants who mentioned illegal drugs as an issue in Passaic County, 63% mentioned marijuana as a 
rising issue in the community. 

• UPinPC key informants’ interviews revealed there was a concern for marijuana being regarded as harmless and socially 
accepted by young people. 

• The 2017 UPinPC Key Informant interviews indicated an increase of usage of vapes, marijuana, and e-cigs with young 
adults.  

• According to P-CASA’s Paterson Youth Survey in Paterson conducted in 2021, 27.2% of students reported ever trying e- 
cigarette use and 14.5% of students reported e- cigarette use in the past 30- days.  

• According to P-CASA’s Paterson Youth Survey in Paterson, also concluded that 25% of students between the ages of 
12-17 years old reported ever trying marijuana in their life. 30.1% of students were 14 years of age when they first tried 
marijuana, and 19% reported using marijuana during the past 30 days. While in P-CASA’s Paterson Youth Survey in 
Paterson conducted in 2020, 20.3% of students reported ever trying marijuana in their life. 

• According to P-CASA’s Paterson Youth Survey in Paterson conducted in 2020, 25.1% of students felt that people are at 
no risk if they used marijuana once or twice a week. 


